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MESSAGE: 

U.S. Application No.: 10/813,449 
Filed: March 30, 2004 

Title: Device and Method for Suturing Tissue 
Abbott Ref: 6766.US.C5 

Enclosed herewith for the patent application identified above is the following: 

1. Transmittal Letter (1 page) 

2. PTO Form SB/08A (2 pages, in duplicate) 

3. Information Disclosure Statement (2 pages, in duplicate) 



THIS TRANSMISSION IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE IND IVIDUAL*) TO WHOM IT IS ADDRESSED. 

It may contain confidential Information, attorney work product, or other privileged material If you ere not the intended recipient, or an employe* or 
agent responsible for delivering this menage to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this 
transmission a strictly prohibited. If you nave received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone at (847) 935-3325 and return 
the transmission to us at the address listed above. 
©Abbou Laboratories, I99L Al) rights reserved. IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES AS INDICATED. PLEASE CALL (847) 935-3325 
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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAR 0 3 2005 

PATENTS 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Klein, Enrique et al 

Serial No.: 10/813.449 

Filed: March 30, 2004 

For: Device and Method for Suturing Tissue 

Attorney Docket No.: 6766.US.C5 

Art Unit: Unassigned 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Certificate of Facsimile Transmission under 37 
CFR §L8(a): 

1 hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper 
referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being 
transmitted via facsimile, said transmission to be 
completed before midnight Easter time on the date 
shown below, addressed to the following recipient: 

Commissioner for Patents 

Recipient telefax number (703) 872-9306 

Date of Fax Transmission: March 2, 2005 




ICeH^J^cCr^: 



Date 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER 



Dear Sir: 



Enclosed herewith for the patent application identified above are the following: 

1 . Information Disclosure Statement (2 pages, in duplicate) 

2. Form PTO-1449 (2 pages, in duplicate) 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional Filing Fees required 
under 37 CFR §1.16, as well as any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR §1.17 
associated with this communication for which full payment had not been tendered, to Deposit 
Account No. 01-0025. 



23492 

ABBOTT LABORATORIES 
Telephone: (650)474-3326 
Facsimile: (847)938-2623 



Respectfully submitted, 
Klein, et al 




Attorney for Applicants 
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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAR 0 3 2005 

PATENTS 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Klein, Enrique et al 

Serial No.: 10/813,449 

Filed: March 30, 2004 

For: Device and Method for Suturing Tissue 

Attorney Docket No.: 6766.US.C5 

Art Unit: Unassigned 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Certificate of Facsimile Transmission under 37 
CFR §1.8(a): 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper 
referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being 
transmitted via facsimile, said transmission to be 
completed before midnight Easter time on the date 
shown below, addressed to the following recipient: 

Commissioner for Patents 

Recipient telefax number (703) 872-9306 

Date of Fax Jjap^ission^March 2, 2005 

Itelly JLM^T7si^^ 7 'Date 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO 1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits. Applicant 
respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and evidence that 
consideration by making appropriate notations on the attached form. Copies of the listed 
documents are attached if necessary as specified under 37 C.F.R. §1.98. 

Applicants hereby authorize the Commissioner to charge or credit any over payments to 
Deposit Account No. 01-0025. The Commissioner also is authorized to charge our Deposit 
Account any additional fees (or credit any over payments) that may be required under 37 C.F.R. 
§§ 1.16 and 1.17 in association with this communication for which full payment has not been 
tendered. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 



*23492* 
23492 

ABBOTT LABORATORIES 
Telephone: (650) 474-3326 
Facsimile: (847)938-2623 



Respectfully submitted, 
Klein, et al 




Registration No. 46,257 
Attorney for Applicants 
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us. 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1935. no persons are requi red to respond to a 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 144S/PTO 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Filing Date 



March 30, 2004 



First Named inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



V Sheet 11 



TTTT 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/813,449 



Klein, et al 



unassigned 
unassigned 



6766.US.C5 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 " 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code 2 f "~* 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 




1 


us * 6,641 ,592 


11-04-2003 


Saur, et al 


all 




2 


us " 6,436,1 09 


08-20-2002 


Kontos 


all 




3 


us * 20040210251 


10-21-2004 


Kontos 


all 






US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us. 












us< 












US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


IftENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T* 


Country Code' -Number " "Kind Cods' (ff known) 





















































































Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw Sne through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered, induce copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicants unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office thai issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year ot the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubEc which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
inctuding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. 

if you need assistance in completing the form, caff 1-8D0-PTO-9199 (1-800-78S-9199) and sated option 2. 
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PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the P»™ »wnrk Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

* — — Complete if Known ^\ 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



HIT 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



March 30, 2004 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 
Attorney Docket Number 



10/813,449 



Klein, et al 



unassigned 
unassigned 



6766.US.C5 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




Examiner 




rVviimonf Mi irrtHor 

LXjcuinyiu raumuei 


PubBcation Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 

PlyuiBa r^j\xa&t 


Initials* 


No.' ■ 


Number-Kind Code 2 " too ~* 




1 


us " 6,641 ,592 




oaur, ei ai 


oil 

au 




2 


us ~ 6,436,109 




rxonios 


all 




3 


^ 20040210251 


10-^1-^004 


r\onios 


all 






US- 












US- 












us- 












US- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MIENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines. 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Rgines Appear 


T* 


Country Code* Number * "Kind Code* (if known) 





















































































[^Examiner 




Date 




I Signature 




Considered 


1 



considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant * Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.oov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document *Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 0 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confiderrtfafity is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
inducing gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alrandrla, VA 22 S1 5-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, caf! U80O-PTO-9199 (1 -800-786-91 99) and select option 2. 
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